DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

mother to send her any discarded stuff from Osborne
or Windsor for the need was fearful. Next month
she gave birth to a third daughter, but within a
few weeks she was visiting the hospitals again, looking
after the wounded and the sick.

Before the end of July the Prussian troops entered
Darmstadt as conquerors, with bands playing and
banners flying, and remained there till an armistice
was declared and the terms of peace settled. They
paid for nothing, they commandeered whatever they
wanted, they forbade any communications with
Hessian troops still in the field, and the villages round
were in a lamentable plight, for they pillaged right
and left. The hospitals were full to overflowing, and
there was a great lack of cleanliness and ventilation.
Princess Louis's letters to her mother during these
weeks were wretchedly unhappy, but Ixnus, still with
his brigade was well and unwoundcd, and he wa>s
idolized by his men for his personal bravery and his
cheerful sharing of their privations. And the new
baby, to be called Irene, if the Prussians allowed
peace to be declared before her christening, was
thriving.

An armistice was granted : Louis returned to
Darmstadt, and the two daughters from England.
The terms of peace were harsh, though less severe
than those imposed on Hanover and Saxony* The
Grand Duke of Hesse was deprived of the Hinter-
land and the Domains and the whole of Hesse-
Hamburg, and Hesse was terribly impoverished, for
the Duchy had to pay an indemnity of three million
florins, the postal and telegraph revenues were
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